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Syverson to hand over admissions reins to Anselment
Tom Pilcher

Arts & Entertainment Editor

Change is in the air over at
Wilson House, the building across
Lawe Street from Plantz that houses the Office of Admissions.
Starting July 1, current
Director of Admissions Ken
Anselment will take over for Vice
President for Enrollment and Dean
of Admissions and Financial Aid
Steve Syverson.
Syverson announced his plan
to retire from Lawrence in an
e-mail to faculty and students last
Monday, Feb. 21, and President
Beck followed Syverson’s message
with an e-mail Tuesday, Feb. 22
naming Anselment the new dean
of admissions and financial aid.
In his e-mail, Syverson reflected on the many changes to campus
during his 28 years spent working
at Lawrence, a figure he never
quite expected to reach when he
started here.
Syverson began his career
working in special education, but
an “out of the blue call” from the
dean of admissions at Pomona
College — Syverson’s alma mater
— prompted him to apply for an
admissions officer job there.
“I never thought about [working in admissions],” said Syverson
of his first job at Pomona College.
However, three years after starting
at Pomona, Syverson’s name had
spread throughout the admissions
circuit.
Another “out of the blue call”
from former President Richard

Warch persuaded him to apply for
a job at Lawrence, where he has
worked since 1983.
As
Vice
President
for
Enrollment
and
Dean
of
Admissions and Financial Aid,
Syverson has played a major role
in helping to build Lawrence’s
reputation as a respected smaller
liberal arts school.
“Everything about the quality of what goes [on at Lawrence]
affects admissions and recruitment,” said Syverson. “There’s a
variety of what I do in my job, and
institutionally, there are a lot of
places I can weigh in.”
With Syverson’s long history
at Lawrence and such a broad job
description, Anselment acknowledges that he “[has] some big
shoes to fill.” The other members
of the admissions team even gave
Anselment a giant pair of shoes as
a gag gift this past week.
Anselment expressed excitement about the new position.
“I’m looking forward to the support folks have been extending
to me and the admissions team
as we go into the transition,” said
Anselment.
Anselment has worked for
Lawrence since 2004, and he
spoke fondly of both the quality
of the whole admissions team and
of Lawrence in general. Prior to
his job here, Anselment worked
at his alma mater — Marquette
University — for 12 years after
graduating.
Indicative of Anselment and
Syverson’s close relationship over

the past seven years, Anselment
joked, “Steve used some kind
of Jedi mind trick to get me to
apply for a job at Lawrence, and
it worked.”
Anselment noted looking forward to “[enjoying] a relationship
with the faculty at Lawrence that a
lot of peers would envy.”
Anselment continued: “Steve
has made it very easy for whoever
is going to follow him in this position. He’s had 28 years of a really
strong track record. Whoever was
going to come into this [position]
certainly wasn’t going to have an
easy job, but he’s put me in a
position where I can be successful
because of everything he’s done up
to this point.”
Though Syverson plans to
retire from Lawrence this July, he
plans to remain active within his
profession.
Recalled Syverson, “I was vice
president of our national association [for admissions officers], I was
president of our state association
and I’ve been on a number of
national committees and things
like that over the years. “
Syverson noted his plans to
continue working with admissions organizations. “I am currently serving on the board of
the American Institute of Certified
Educational Planners (AICEP),” said
Syverson.
Additionally, Syverson plans
to help promote the C.E.P. — the
Certified Educational Planner credential — and noted, “I’ve submitted my candidacy for president
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of the National Association for
College Admission Counseling
(NACAC) — which doesn’t guarantee that I will be elected.”
On the leisure side, however,
Syverson added that he’s “looking
forward to spending more time
outdoors, gardening and maybe
doing some camping.”
“I’ll probably last about two
months in retirement,” Syverson

joked.
Added Syverson, “I’ve come
to love Lawrence so much that
it would be difficult to leave if I
didn’t have complete enthusiasm
for my successor, and in Ken I
have that confidence. I fully expect
he will be able to take admissions
at Lawrence to ‘the next level.’”

Cantala to perform at ACDA National Conference in Chicago
Will Doreza
Staff Writer

Source: weatherbug.com

5-DAY
WEATHER
FORECAST

Lawrence University’s women’s choir Cantala will perform
at the 2011 National Conference
of the American Choral Directors
Association in Chicago March 12.
The ensemble will be the only collegiate women’s choir to perform
at the conference.
The conference, lasting four
days, will feature concerts from
about 42 choirs, interest sessions,
exhibits and networking opportunities. The Chicago Symphony
and Chorus, Helmuth Rilling and
Chanticleer are just a few of the
well-known names to appear on
the program.
The American Choral Directors
Association, or ACDA, “is a nonprofit music education organization whose central purpose is
to promote excellence in choral

music through performance, composition, publication, research and
teaching,” according to the website’s mission statement.
Cantala’s opportunity to perform was based on a blind audition process that evaluated music
from three consecutive years and
was selected from a pool of about
500 applicants. In 2004, Cantala
performed in Appleton for the
State Conference and in Omaha
for the 2006 Regional Conference.
“People know about the
Lawrence Choirs, but they haven’t
heard us,” said Associate Professor
of Music and Associate Director of
Choral Studies Phillip Swan, director of Cantala since 2002. “[ACDA]
gives us the opportunity to be seen
and heard at very high, prominent
level.”
Cantala’s concert program,
which was performed at the Feb.
26 choir concert, features three
sections of stylistically varying

Saturday

selections. The first section, titled
“Jekyll,” features traditional and
stable pieces such as “Flos Regalis,”
a 14th-century English work, and
Brahms’ “The Harp Resounds with
Wild Refrain.” The second section, titled “Hyde,” features more
unstable and unpredictable works
such as a Persian song, the second movement of “From Behind
the Caravan: Songs of Hâfez.” The
final section, titled “Seek,” features playful and childlike works
such as “The Log Driver’s Waltz,”
a tongue-in-cheek piece in the style
of a folk song.
“[The program] shows our ability to sing in a variety of styles,”
said Swan, who conceived of and
created this three-movement program. “The stylistic variety allows
us to show what we do on a regular basis.”
“Even though mostly freshmen and sophomores, [Cantala]
takes being in the ensemble on as
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being a large responsibility,” said
Swan about the choir’s strengths.
“There’s also been a growth in the
vocal timbre, quality and ensemble
feel.”
“This is something I’ve always
hoped we would be able to do,”
added Swan. “I’m really proud of
what they’ve done.”
Cantala President Jaclyn
Kottman, who has been in Cantala
all of her three years at Lawrence,
said: “I think the biggest improvement with Cantala has been visibility in the conservatory, and its
moving on to equal footing with
other conservatory ensembles.
Since my time here, Cantala has
experienced great consistency in
[the] improvement [of] our ensemble.”
Commenting on how it affects
her as an individual, Kottman said,
“Being asked to sing at ACDA
[National Conference] is the highlight of any chorister’s career. But
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I think it’s phenomenal that we get
to share that as a strong community and choir.”

See Cantala on page 2
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Panel discusses experiences of queer families

Grace Berchem
Staff Writer

A Queer Families Talk, sponsored by GLOW, was held this
Monday, Feb. 28. Formerly called
the Queer Parenting Talk, the name
was changed this year to place the
emphasis on the idea of family.
A panel of Lawrence staff,
faculty and community members
shared their experiences raising children. The panel included
Assistant Director of Admissions
Chuck Erickson, Associate Professor of Biology Nancy Wall,
Assistant Professor of Art Ben
Rinehart, Assistant Director of
Admissions Teege Mettille and
his partner, Associate Director of
Admissions Nicole Buenzli and
Diversity Coordinator of the City
of Appleton Kathy Flores.
The panel discussed the various types of struggles and inequalities LGBTQ couples face both
socially and legally surrounding
their status as parents.
However, plenty of time was
allotted for the panelists to share
family pictures and stories about
their children. At the end, the
panel opened up to questions from
students.
Said Rinehart, “I want to show

the LGBTQ people that there are
endless possibilities when it comes
to forming a more unique family
structure. It’s rare that any two
paths are the same and that makes
it special in so many ways.”
The panel represented a wide
range of different family situations.
Erickson and his partner take
in boys between the ages of 18 and
24 who are not accepted by their
families after coming out and are
essentially left homeless. Mettille
and his partner are the only gay
family registered with the foster
care system in Outagamie County.
Flores came out when her three
daughters were already teenagers.
Both she and her youngest daughter ended up coming out at the
same time. Flores commented, “I
promise you, gay parents don’t
make gay children, but I had the
unique experience of coming out
the same time as my daughter.”
Wall and her partner had their
child Hayes with the help of a male
friend who, with his partner, all
play a large part in raising their
son.
Noted Wall, “We are all coparents and the kid comes first. I
don’t know how, but it’s worked
amazingly well.”
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Rinehart’s family is comprised
of himself, his partner, two sons
and a dog. They adopted their first
child from his partner’s cousin.
Their second child was conceived
with the help of a surrogate mother, which led to a lengthy and
expensive legal battle because the
state of Wisconsin does not allow
same-sex adoption.

Career conference highlights value
of networking with alumni
Tammy Tran
Staff Writer

The annual “Shine Light,
More Light on Your Future Career
Conference” was held at Lawrence
University on Sunday, Feb. 27.
The conference was a collaborative effort between the Career
Center and Office of Alumni and
Constituency Engagement. This is
the fourth annual event geared
toward providing networking
opportunities for Lawrence students and alumni.
“The career conference started
as an idea presented by a couple
alumni,” stated Director of the
Career Center Kathy Heinzen. “Led
by John Landis, they wanted an
opportunity for the students to
network with alumni. And so we
started the first career conference
and have been holding it every
year since 2007.”
Twenty-five alumni participated in the first “Shine Light,
More Light on Your Future Career
Conference” in 2007.
From year to year, the theme of
the career conference has varied.
This year, the conference focused
on translating liberal arts skills
to life beyond the university and
was attended by 45 alumni and 65
students.
“We hope that students begin
to understand how people who
have gone before them have used
their liberal arts degrees and backgrounds,” remarked Heinzen. “We
hope students are able to expand
their networks to include profes-

Cantala

continued from page 1
“I think what’s so cool

sionals in a field that is of interest
to them.”
The conference began with
brunch at Andrew Commons,
where students and alumni had the
opportunity to mingle. Participants
then gathered for an opening panel
discussion about applying the liberal arts education to life after
Lawrence.
Following that panel, students
and alums broke off into smaller
general sessions about gap year
options, graduate and professional
school and skills such as résumé
writing, interviews and networking. Speed networking also allowed
many students and alumni to meet
one another.
After a short break, the conference resumed with a series of
panels focusing on specific occupations. Students were able to
select which panel to participate
in, while alumni talked about their
own background and experiences
in their respective careers. The
conference ended with an informal
networking reception.
“I genuinely enjoyed the conference,” stated senior Ernie Ji,
who participated Sunday. “It was
great to be able to see successful
alums come back and help the current students figure things out.”
Ji continued, ”My favorite part
about the conference was that the
event was a reaffirmation of the
fact that not all is doomed —
the biggest thing I learned from
the conference was to be positive
about the future.”
Ji reflected on his liberal arts
education, saying, “I hope to apply

about Cantala is that it’s so
much more than just making music,” added Kottman.
“[Swan’s] whole style of doing
things stems from us being

the skills that I have acquired
through my experience at Lawrence
University all the time, be it at a
graduate school program or in the
workplace. More specifically, the
writing, research and public speaking skills that I have acquired during my education at Lawrence will
serve me well wherever I go.”
Erin Haight Chudacoff, the
associate director of alumni
and constituency engagement,
described the career conference as
a win-win situation for alumni and
for students.
She explained, “In this challenging economy and job market,
job seekers are becoming increasingly aware of the importance
of networking. Our talented and
successful alumni are looking for
meaningful ways to give back and
remain engaged with the university
that helped launch them on their
career trajectory.”
Heinzen agreed that students
should remember that seeking
out alumni for networking and
career advice can be invaluable.
“We encourage students to take
advantage of these opportunities,”
she stated. “Alums really want to
be a resource and want to help.”
Pleased by the participation in
last Sunday’s conference, Ji said, “I
would like to commend all of the
underclassmen that attended the
event. It is great to see that students at Lawrence are responsible
in thinking about their future and
making concerted efforts at staying competitive.”

a strong community, knowing
and respecting each other as
people and then making music
out of those relationships.”

Buenzli and her partner conceived twins with the help of an
anonymous donor. However, they
have yet to go through the legal
proceedings that would allow her
partner to officially adopt their
children.
GLOW member Jared Gebel
said, “It is inspiring to see these
queer parents clearly doing a mar-

velous job raising their children. It
was nice to see these members of
the community glowing with the
love of their children.”
GLOW works to raise awareness about LGBTQ issues as well as
to provide resources and support
by bringing events such as this to
Lawrence.

Buenzli to faciliate healthier lifestyle
Maggie Brickner
Staff Writer

Lawrence has taken a number
of steps throughout winter term
to ensure that Lawrentians are
healthy in both mind and body
while continuing to be successful
in academics and other activities.
The most obvious change on
campus was the renovation and
creation of the Buchanan Kiewit
Wellness Center complex. The
new Wellness Center now incorporates counseling services with
updated equipment for the recreation center. The idea of combining physical wellness with mental
and emotional well-being is central
to Lawrence’s push for student
wellness.
In conjunction with the
opening of the Wellness Center,
Lawrence has hired Erin Buenzli,
current head athletic trainer, as
the director of wellness. Buenzli
will continue to act as head athletic
trainer while transitioning into her
new role until the end of this academic year, at which point she will
become the full-time director of
wellness.
According to Assistant Director
of Counseling Services and Alcohol
Education Coordinator Paul
Valencic, “With the announcement
of Erin Buenzli being appointed as
the newly commissioned wellness
director and the broadening of the
purpose of the Buchanan Kiewit
building to include Health Services
and Counseling Services in addition to recreation, the building will
hopefully become a hub for wellness on campus.”
Buenzli envisions a similar
set of goals for her new position.
Said Buenzli, “I plan to develop
and implement a series of activity
classes and programs focused on
fitness, health, recreation and wellness, as well as promote offerings
to appropriate campus audiences
and integrate wellness into the
campus culture.”
This statement leaves room for
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a variety of positive changes and
improvements in on-campus wellness programs. The new position
will help to build on programs that
already exist on campus.
In terms of such current initiatives, Valencic pointed to the
updated WelLU website as an
example. The site features a variety of information and resources
available for students.
Valencic commented, “The goal
of the campaign is to increase wellness-related thinking and behaviors, leading to a more fulfilling
personal and community lifestyle.”
He continued, “Many members
of our campus program [aim] to
increase the quality of life of our
students, faculty and staff, but
the WelLU initiative helps promote
and package these sometimes disconnected programs under one
umbrella.”
Recently, WelLUhosted a
Zumba class in the Warch Campus
Center and an event titled “On
Your Mark, Get Set, Go!,” an eightweek physical activity program.
Hoping to increase campus exposure to these initiatives, WelLU
now has a Facebook page as well.
Buenzli, in her new position,
continues to promote “the importance of a healthy balance in life,
and for individuals to understand
that wellness is a constant change
and adjustment to life’s expectations.”
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I hereby reaffirm: We are alive, and it matters!
Will Meadows
for The Lawrentian

Editor’s note: “I hereby reaffirm,” a
new corner of the The Lawrentian,
aims to foster a campus-wide dialogue about personal belief. What
do you believe? Think about it,
write it down and send it to lawrentian@lawrence.edu
I found time to think, late at
night, with faint ideas, people and
tasks buzzing around my tired
head. I thought about this question: “What do I believe in?”
What should I reaffirm? I think
about this a lot. I think we all do. A
lot. The question racks our brains

and actions, our views, our discussions; it makes us gasp, cough and
sigh to the looming possibility of
even having an answer. Yet we
answer it every day. We reaffirm
what we believe by what we do.
Yes! I believe in movement.
It’s the movement of the human
spirit, the ability for us all to radiate energy of which no limits have
been found. I’m talkin’ bout the
funky kind of energy that people
breathe all around us, in the face
of an impermanent world. It is
that movement which inspires us
to create, to connect, to exist with
a world beyond our vessels. It is
that movement for which we really
live. I’m talking about that quality
which cannot be named!

So I’m an optimist. I believe in
possibility. I believe in your opportunity, your energy, your passion.
I believe that things can be done.
Positivity is said to be a certain view, but it gets us up, it
gets us awake. It connects us with
the native, the true animation of
being. Changling Rinpoche said at
a sitting in Washington D.C., “the
Buddha had a view, yes, but he —
or she — was looking.” Without
effort he — or she — wouldn’t
have seen. Call it the alive question
— are we talking, eating, working,
sleeping, making love, listening,
alive? Or dead?
We all have our rivers. I was
sitting alone on the White River
down in Arkansas when a thought

came to me. I always went to the
river and became still on a limestone outcrop on the edge of the
Ozark woods. I went there to force
a thought, an insight. Sometimes
I’d just try and be empty. But today
I was thinking about exploration.
Exploration — seeing through ignorance — never hurt anyone. In my
opinion — and yes I understand
that this is just my opinion — most
of ignorance is the mindset to do
nothing, a mindset I’ve had much
of my life. But I’ve decided to try
to think like a mountain — Aldo
Leopold! — while living like a river.
Move!
We are damn sure going to
fix the world’s problems together.
Yes, they are big, but so are your

ideas.
People inspire me every day.
Just as Ysafe Barnwell said in
remembrance of Martin Luther
King, Jr., “I don’t want to talk
to you, I want to sing with you!”
That’s the most important part of
reaffirming movement! No inspiration deserves solitary confinement. I’ll get it off my chest as I say
right now that I don’t think we’re
separate at all. We’re going to
take hand-made responsibility for
this world. Grab your girlfriend,
your dog, your enemy; pick up
your shovel, your pen, your peanut
butter; breathe deep — your last
words, or a sigh of relief — and
live!

Ask a fifth-year: defending journalistic integrity
this was a good idea?
Sincerely,
Batman

Evan Williams
Columnist

Dear Evan,
Last year, Drew Baumgartner
used this column to promote his
composition recital. Do you think

Holy conflict of interests,
Batman! Yes, I do recall that article
last year, and I found it totally
inappropriate. On the weekend of
his recital, Drew used this very
column to present a thinly-veiled
promotion for his senior composition recital. While I myself have
a senior composition recital this
weekend — Saturday, March 5 at
3 p.m.— I would never use this
column to promote it.
Anyone who works in any kind
of news organization, especially a
college paper, should not use their
soapbox to promote themselves.
For example, if I were to spend
this entire article talking about my
recital, like the fact that it will feature the talents of 15 Lawrentians,
including a recent graduate, that

would be out of line.
People read this column
because they sincerely value my
take on the important issues that
concern Lawrentians, such as how
to get away with spreading rumors.
I must be completely selfless,
despite the fact that this Saturday
will be the culmination of my five
years of composition training at
Lawrence.
Mr. Baumgartner’s article featured a question from a student
who just happened to have a recital at the same exact time and place
as his own. This action prompted
outrage on campus, culminating in
a large silent protest in Harper Hall
during the recital. The protesters
only cheered and applauded after
each piece to show their anger at
Drew’s abuse of his position as a
journalist.
I stand with these protesters —
and to honor their valiant efforts,

I encourage Lawrentians to hold a
similar protest this Saturday at 3
p.m. in Harper Hall. Although Drew
is no longer at Lawrence, this protest is absolutely necessary, and
we need as many Lawrentians as
possible to come and pack the
hall. After this protest, there will
be a tasty reception provided by
my mother.
While I was sincerely disappointed with Drew’s use of the
“Ask a fifth-year” column, I was
confused why he thought he needed it. Everyone loved Drew and
his recital was very well attended. Even though he didn’t have a
Facebook account, and couldn’t
create an event for his recital like
most people do, a friend and fellow composer was so devoted to
his music that he made an event
page for Drew.
Drew would have had no trouble filling the hall for his recital.

I, on the other hand have many
things working against me. There
are five other recitals on Saturday,
a Symphonic Band/Wind Ensemble
concert that night, plus a play
going on at the exact same time. I’ll
be lucky if anyone comes to hear
dreaded “new music!”
Despite all of that, I will not
use this column to solicit people
to come to my recital. In fact, you
shouldn’t come to my recital on
Saturday at 3, instead come to the
protest on Saturday at 3 in Harper
Hall. That is how dedicated I am to
the cause of journalistic integrity!
So if you believe — as I do —
that The Lawrentian should be
only be a forum for sincere and
serious dialogue about the issues
that concern us as students, come
support the fight for true journalism at 3 p.m. Saturday at Harper
Hall.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
LUCC office relocation:

The LUCC Office has relocated to room 409 in the Warch Campus Center,
located in the Student Publications Lab on the fourth floor, next to the
office of The Lawrentian.

The Time Is NOW!

Student Organization Re-Recognition and Budget Process
LUCC is honored to announce the inauguration of our
2011-2012 officers:
• J.R. Vanko, President of LUCC
• Carl Byers, Vice President
• Dave Spitzfaden, Parliamentarian
• Emily Hallock, General Secretary
• Caleb Ray, P.R. Secretary
• Deving Burri, Finance Secretary
• Kevin Lokko, Treasurer

The Re-Recognition and Budget Process for 2011-2012 has begun. Forms
can be picked up outside the Campus Life Office or on the LUCC website.
Re-Recognition forms are due to the Campus Life Office on Monday March
28th 2011 by 5:00pm. Budget requests are due to the Campus Life Office on
Wednesday April 13th by 5pm. Forms will NOT be accepted late. If you have
any questions please contact LUCC via email (LUCC@lawrence.edu) or feel
free to visit the LUCC office in it’s new location!
We hope you all have a safe and fun spring break!

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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The secret lives of our profs:

Assistant Professor of Music Wen-Lei Gu
David Rubin
Co-Features Editor

DR: Describe your early years
studying music. When did you
know that you wanted it be your
life’s pursuit?
WLG: I was born into a musical family. My parents are
both musicians. My dad was
in the first violin section of
the Guangzhou Symphony. He
started taking me to orchestra
rehearsals when I was two or
three years old. I would sit there
quietly by myself — I was a very
good little girl — but I was also
clumsy. Occasionally I would
knock down my drink and spill
all over, but fortunately my dad
was sitting in the back of the
first violin section, so he could
come and rescue me.
I started playing the piano
when I was three and the violin when I was five. I was very
drawn to both instruments,
especially the piano. I would
take two things to bed: one, a
flashlight; the other, an alarm
clock. I thought that if I could
get up earlier and earlier every
morning, I would be... the winner, or something! I would get
up when it was still dark, sneak
downstairs and practice my
piano.
I don’t think there was a
moment when I realized that
this would be my life’s pursuit.
It was always a major part of my
life. But I think I can definitely say that I have never loved
music as much as I do now. I
really feel it’s a privilege for us
to play the great music that we
have. If when I was younger I
practiced to please my parents
or please my teachers, now I
only practice for myself. I do it
for my own satisfaction and my
own fulfillment.
DR: What lessons have stayed
with you over the years? Did
any of your teachers tell you
anything that sticks with you to
this day?
WLG: I have been very fortunate to study with some wonderful teachers. I got different
things from each one of them.
My first important teacher was
Professor Yao-Ji Lin. I started
with him when I was eight years
old. We had an interesting lesson setup — he would come to

my house anytime he wanted
to, almost every day. He would
come to our house after dinner
and stay for two, three hours.
Sometimes I would be taking a
nap, and he would come say,
“It’s time to get up and work!”
I studied with him from age
eight until I won second prize
in the Yehudi Menuhin competition when I was 13. He set a
very solid technical foundation
for me.
And then Bin Chao, who
was Professor Lin’s assistant
at the time. He taught me how
to practice, to listen carefully
and objectively. He introduced
me to the concept of practicing
open strings, etc. Practicing in a
very calm way.
The two teachers in America
who were most influential to me
were Ida Kavafian and Miriam
Fried. They taught me not to
separate technical and musical
issues. It’s better to take both
into consideration when you are
first learning a work.
I still remember that my
first teacher in Beijing would
tell me, “You need to turn your
fear into love.” He would say
that for any risky shift, anything fast, anything technically
challenging. “Turn your fear
into love.” And it works.
DR: What are your goals when
you play music in front of an
audience? How do you view performance?
WLG: It’s a funny business that
we’re in. We practice for hours,
days, months, all for these precious few minutes on stage.
My goal is to be true to
myself. I think it is fulfilling
when we can forget about our
small self and immerse ourselves in something greater,
loftier. I think it is the most
wonderful feeling in the world.
I used to worry a lot about
what other people would think
of my performance — people’s
perceptions — but then I read
a biography of Claudio Arrau.
He said that he played much
better after he stopped trying
to please the audience, when
he started trying to be true to
himself.
My goal every time I go on
stage is to be true to myself. I
tell myself and my students to
focus on what you want, and
not on what you’re afraid might

happen. If you are thinking
of what might go wrong, then
things will always go wrong.
[Jascha] Heifetz said that
a performer must have “the
nerves of a bullfighter, the
digestion of a peasant, the vitality of a nightclub hostess, the
tact of a diplomat and the concentration of a Tibetan monk.”
I always tell my students to
look forward, not back. Don’t
give up if you make mistakes.
I tell [them] to forget about
everything I’ve said in lessons
and just do whatever they want
on stage. It doesn’t matter if
you make some small mistakes.
I think in the end, if you stir
someone’s emotions, if your
music moves them, then they
will remember your performance for a lifetime.
DR: On a lighter note, what
are some memorable — or silly
— experiences that you’ve had
on stage, or in your teaching
studio?
WLG: Nothing catastrophic.
Once, when I was performing in
Israel, I used a rubber band to
attach my sponge — as a shoulder rest — but the sponge fell
off, along with the rubber band.
I could see the whole first row
of the audience looking on the
floor for my shoulder rest.
When I was playing in New
Zealand, a little girl didn’t know
how to contact me afterward,
so she wrote a note and gave it
to the organizer of the concert,
and it said, “Your music made
me smile.”
Once a bird flew into my
studio, and I was freaked out!
My students got very excited,
and we spent the next 20 minutes trying to get it out. It was
in the winter, too!
During a studio class, one
of my students was playing a
movement of Bach. When she
started playing she was facing
us, but she got very involved
in the music and by the end of
the piece she had her back to
us. When people clapped, she
didn’t know what was happening. She had her eyes closed.
DR: Are there any composers
who you feel a particular affinity with? And don’t say that
you feel equally close with all
of them!

Photo courtesy of Wen-Lei Gu

WLG: I think, at the end of the
day, I have to say Bach.
DR: Are there any particular artists who inspire you?
WLG: Henryk Szeryng, Isaac
Stern, Ginette Neveu, [Jascha]
Heifetz, [Arthur] Grumiaux,
Zino
Francescatti
and
[Joseph] Szigeti, to name a
few. And other instrumentalists: Jacqueline du Pré, Pablo
Casals, Mstislav Rostropovich,
[Arturo] Michelangeli, [Vladimir]
Horowitz, Ella Fitzgerald and
Maria Callas.
DR: What are the greatest challenges you face as a teacher? As
a performer?
WLG: As a teacher, [my greatest
challenge is] getting my own
students to be their own best
teachers... teaching them how
to practice efficiently on their
own. Students in general don’t
practice slowly enough. Even
when they practice slowly, they
are not engaging their mind
enough. Practicing slowly is pay-

H E LP TH E EN V I RONM ENT.
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

ing attention to all the details,
thinking quickly, anticipating
what’s next and listening carefully and objectively. Very often
we listen to the sound that we
wish to hear in our head, and
not what it is actually coming out. Students should start
each day by asking themselves,
“What do I want to achieve?”
I get very excited and emotional when I perform. It is a
challenge to find the balance
between a warm heart and a
cool head.
DR: What advice would you give
to young musicians?
WLG: I would encourage young
musicians to spend time discovering historical recordings.
As performers, it is important
to know where we came from.
I think we can learn a lot by
listening to recordings from the
last century. Every great artist
had a distinct sound, vibrato,
phrasing, character and personality; we just don’t have that
anymore.
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Domestic Gourmands: delivery from Asian Thai
Naveed Islam and Tasmia
Rahman

TR: Sure. Why not?
TR: Asian Thai? Sure.

Features Editor and for The Lawrentian

TR: It’s snowing outside.
NI: Yep.
TR: Do you still want to go out for
dinner?
NI: Nope.
TR: Okay.
NI: We could go to Taste of Thai.
That’s close by.
TR: We’ve eaten there so many
times I probably taste like Thai.
NI: Do you want to order in then?
TR: Sure.
NI: Pizza?
TR: Not in the mood.
NI: Hunan?
TR: No.
NI: There’s that new place we
haven’t tried yet.

NI: Dear reader, if you’ve never
seen the words ‘Asian’ and ‘Thai’
placed so close to each other in
a sentence, we don’t blame you
because until we discovered this
great little restaurant, neither had
we.
TR: Sandwiched between Appleton
favorites and past winners
of the prestigious Golden Fork
Award, Koreana and Sai Ram, on
Northland Avenue, Asian Thai
might not be your first step when
trolling through town for an international bite to eat.
NI: Fortunately, they have you covered. You don’t actually have to go
to Northland to try Asian Thai. It
can come to you.
TR: Their menu has all of your
favorite Chinese and Thai dishes,
from the juiciest Pad Thai to the
spiciest General Tso’s Chicken.
NI: It’s like Taste of Thai and
Hunan had a baby, argued over
what food heritage it would inherit
and then compromised.

From our kitchen to yours
Anneliese Abney
Chef

A great Grady
Moroccan stew
For the last week of the
term, let me return once more
to my first love in winter
cooking — soups and stews.
Moroccan stew always caused
a little bit of a scandal in my
family — my sister is not a big
fan of raisins, which are sort of
a featured flavor in this dish.
I personally love the hint of
sweet amongst all that spicy,
tangy goodness of tomatoes
and cumin.
This particular version
comes out of Nate Grady’s family cookbook and is a little different from the one I grew up
with — we added sweet potatoes and kidney beans instead
of cannellini and black beans.
But that’s the great thing about
stews: you can always improvise based on the ingredients
at hand! So feel free to play
around with your vegetable
choices to find your favorite
version of this delicious, wintery, and hearty treat.
What you need:
2 tsp olive oil
1 large onion, chopped
3 tsp ground cumin
2 tsp ground coriander
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
about 4 cups broth — you
know me by now, so you know
I make this with Better than
Bouillon
1 14.5-oz. can diced tomatoes
1 15-oz. can garbanzo beans,
rinsed and drained
1 15-oz. can cannellini beans,
rinsed and drained
1 15-oz. can black beans,
rinsed and drained

NI: I can’t say I care too much for
the décor. The floors are carpeted
and the air is kept to a toasty 75
degrees. The tables hadn’t been
dusted and the room was dimly lit.

them, but I dipped my half of the
spring roll into the Tom Yum to
pack some of that flavor into each
crunchy bite.

you, this blew my mind. I’m eager
to try Hunan’s Kung Pao shrimp
now that I have something to compare it to.

NI: We served ourselves a helping
of vegetable fried rice and Kung
Pao shrimp.

TR: I’ll give the Tom Yum and
Shrimp a thumbs up, but a thumbs
down for the fried rice.

TR: I did not enjoy our vegetable
fried rice. It was served with slices
of onion and a generous helping of
green peas, but tasted too sweet.

NI: I agree. I would definitely recommend the Kung Pao shrimp to
a friend.

TR: Décor? We ordered in.
NI: I know. You should put in a
work order and have those lights
changed.
TR: I’ll let that one slide. We started with two bowls of hot Tom
Yum soup served with some rather
large prawns and a complimentary
spring roll that we broke in half.
NI: Mushrooms, green peppers
and succulent pink prawns stewed
in a delicious orange broth that
appealed to the spice enthusiast in
me. I love most kinds of Tom Yum
soups, so I might be a little biased
— but I loved what Asian Thai had
to offer.
TR: I agree. It was spicy enough
to satisfy those who love burning
sensations through their insides
and appease restaurant-goers with
lightweight taste buds. I know this
isn’t how you’re supposed to eat

NI: The rice definitely didn’t stand
well on its own. I actually would
have preferred the steamed rice if
we were eating at the restaurant,
but there is a $20 minimum on all
delivery orders. If you’re not in the
mood for anything else, you can
ask them to not send the steamed
rice and pick one of the many rice
or noodle selections listed in the
menu.
TR: The Kung Pao shrimp was a
delicious mix of tender prawns
cooked to a perfect brown tint,
with a healthy serving of vegetables and spices.
NI: I’m a nut for cashews — pun
intended — and I’ve never tried
Kung Pao anything so let me tell

TR: Now let’s open fortune cookies. Mine says, “Be mischievous
and you will not be lonesome.”
NI: In bed.
TR: Funny. What does yours say?
NI: “The joyfulness of a man prolongeth his days.”
TR: In bed.
NI: Oh dear.
TR: If you’re not in the mood to go
out for a bite to eat but are willing
to spend around $20 for delivery,
drop the tried and true Hunan
menu and brave some Asian Thai.

Meet the staff: Alex Boostrom, Café
Andrew Kim

1 cup golden raisins
10 oz. baby spinach — since it’s
still winter here in Wisconsin,
go for some frozen spinach!
Also, feel free to substitute
dry beans for the cans — just
remember to soak them the
night before!
What to do:
In a large soup pot, heat the oil
over medium heat.
Add the onion and cook for a
few minutes, stirring often.
Stir in your spices to make a
paste, and then add all remaining ingredients except the
spinach.
Bring to a boil, then reduce
the heat and simmer for 15
minutes.
Now add the spinach and
continue to cook for a few
minutes, until the spinach is
wilted.
Adjust seasoning to taste.
Serve it up with some freshbaked bread and voilà! You’ve
got a meal.
Serves about eight.
Guten Appetit!

Photo by Tara Atkinson

Staff Writer

On a cold day at Lawrence,
what could be more comforting
than to walk into the café and sit
down with a steaming caffeinated
drink? When Andrew Commons
becomes an urban jungle at dinner
rush hour, where could a hungry
college student go to eat in relative peace — unless it’s Monday
jazz night?
Oh café. How we need you.
Enter full-timer Alex Boostrom
‘09, who described working at the
café as a “difficult, labor-intensive
job.”
He is the short, bearded guy
who takes our orders without asking us to repeat it, puts toppings
on our bagels, cleans the tables,
retrieves supplies, and fills up the
water and condiments — “not condoms,” he stated emphatically.
A recent Lawrence graduate,
Boostrom has become a full-time
worker this year in order to pay
the bills and save up for graduate
school, where he hopes to get his
master’s degree in music composition.
Boostrom asserted that “there
are times when [working at the
café] is a very enjoyable experience.” Not only does his job allow
him to partake in the Lawrence
atmosphere after graduation, but
it also creates a certain “coworker
camaraderie” from which he has
struck up new friendships. He also
encounters friends he knows from
his student days and takes particular pleasure in making drinks
for them.
Being at a public space for nine
hours — from 3:30 in the afternoon to past midnight — Boostrom
becomes an unintentional witness
to “anything and everything that
can happen to a student,” including make-ups and break-ups, flirting fiascos and drunk people.
“But keep in mind that I have

Photo by Minh Nguyen

a job to do,” he said. Occasionally
the nostalgia does hit him, but he
does not let himself dwell on it for
long. According to him, “a good
employee would not let their mood
impact their work.”
And work it is indeed. He
mentioned the long hours during
which he cannot sit down, the
multi-tasking, and the unpredictability. Stress levels rise if a gaggle

of busy Lawrentians troop in at a
normally quieter hour and there’s
only one person behind the counter to single-handedly work the
cashier, grill the paninis and whip
up the coffee.
As Boostrom said with a shrug,
“[Students] like us to be quick, but
we do the best we can.”
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Reading Rights:

Letter from
the Editor-in-Chief

Oscar ratings take a dive

Over the course of the last three terms, The Lawrentian has covered tremendous student
innovation, professorial achievement and campus growth. Lawrence has been fortunate to have
hosted distinguished speakers, ranging from Ralph Nader to Ray Suarez, who have imparted
valuable guidance as we work towards building a kinder and more sustainable world.
Debates among Lawrentians ranged from local concerns — footwear, curriculum changes,
additions to the campus center, the role of the VR — to global concerns — riots in the Middle
East, Internet privacy, reproductive rights, the value of a single vote.
The Lawrentian staff has aspired to represent as much of this transformation and passion
as possible. It has been an incredible opportunity and an honor to hold this position. We have
found it inspiring and stimulating to actively monitor trends and ideas taking shape on campus,
as well as events and accomplishments, art exhibits and CD releases, Watson Fellowships and
Fulbright Scholarships.
The world into which we will shortly emerge will require that we are informed, interested
and responsive to our environment. I hope The Lawrentian has encouraged readers to consider
the role of one’s own voice, as well as how it resonates within a chorus.
This past year, we have observed an increasingly tolerant and constructive campus climate,
made all the more remarkable by the fact that our community is larger and more diverse than
ever before.
After this issue, The Lawrentian will transition to the staff of 2011-2012. I am confident they
will embrace the challenge as enthusiastically as the departing staff has and, in a year’s time,
find it no less bittersweet to bid the paper farewell.
Congratulations to the new staff, and good luck.
— Maureen Darras
Editor-in-Chief

New firearm laws: guns on campuses?
Alan Duff
Staff Writer

PHOTO
POLL

When attending a university, a number of things are commonly expected: a solid education, odd classmates and esoteric
lectures. However, students carrying guns around campus isn’t
something many would ever anticipate or want. So when I heard
the announcement that the state
senates of both Texas and Arizona
were considering passing new
bills that would allow students to
carry firearms on campus, I was
shocked.
If these bills are passed it
would make the states the second and third after Utah to allow
the licensed carrying of firearms
on college campuses. More importantly, these bills might set the
standard for changing existing
firearms laws in other states.
Advocates for these bills claim
that — after looking at the recent
shootings taking place on campuses around the nation, like the
tragedy at Virginia Tech — it only
makes sense to allow students
to finally defend themselves.
However, I don’t believe having
dozens of armed and untrained
students with guns would solve
the problem.
The reasoning of the lawmak-

ers that have proposed these bills
can be divided into three parts.
First, the age-old belief that armed
citizens will be able to defend
themselves from the shooters:
Return fire with fire. Second, if citizens are armed then it will act as
a deterrent to would-be shooters
and prevent problems from ever
starting. Their final claim is that it
is a right of all citizens to arm and
defend themselves.
Though I can see how some legislators have reached these conclusions, I disagree with them. Having
additional guns at the scenes of
shootings only make them worse.
According to University of Arizona
Chief of Police Anthony Daykin,
multiple guns at the scene of the
crime only makes it harder to
identify and stop the perpetrator.
How would the original perpetrator be stopped in a building full
of people if several other students
all grabbed their pistols and ran
around the halls looking for the
perpetrator — their index fingers
twitching and ready to be pressed
at the first sight of another person
with a gun?
A gunfight could potentially
result in bystanders being shot.
I would rather everyone run and
have trained professionals including law enforcement handle the
situation in a coordinated and con-

trolled manner.
I also find the argument that
a portion of college students on
these campuses carrying weapons
on their persons will act as a
deterrent faulty. In most recent
cases, the shooters never worried
about their own well-being; several
shooters even committed suicide.
Other incidents, like the shooting
at Fort Hood in November 2009,
occurred despite the presence of
armed troops.
The final argument is that we
have a right as citizens to carry
guns. I feel this violates the spirit
of what a college or university
campus represents. These spaces
should be for learning, not for
carrying a gun. Private campuses
have rules and regulations, and the
state should respect them as well
as the heads of public universities
who have condemned the bills.
Allowing firearms on campuses
would not stop shootings; rather,
it would only make them more violent and chaotic than they already
are. Campuses are also notorious
for high drinking rates, and alcohol and guns have never been
a good combination. Hopefully,
enough voices will object to these
bills before they are passed and
we enter an era that makes statesanctioned shootouts on campuses
possible.

Photo poll by
Natasha Pugh

How do
you relax
ninth
week?
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"The line must not be
drawn between hip and
stodgy. It must be drawn
between meaningless
award show and attraction with potentional to
open our eyes to something better."
Magdalena Waz
Columnist

According to ratings reported by The New York Times, the
Oscars last Sunday did not draw
in a large young audience despite
the fact that the hosts were supposed to be young, hip and exciting. Part of the reasoning behind
choosing Anne Hathaway and
James Franco must have been
Franco’s “Pineapple Express”
and Hathaway’s recent “Love and
Other Drugs.” These are movies I
have not seen; I’ve only heard that
people of my generation were supposed to be intrigued.
I usually do not take this
approach, but I think that whoever plans the Oscars is not giving
our demographic enough credit.
This year, the awards show had
a Twitter account, younger hosts
and eight rather undeserved nominations for “The Social Network”
— a hip movie. None of it seemed
to entice the majority of my peers,
although I did have a pretty fun
Oscar party.
There are two ways to interpret this problem. The first is to
blame the slump in ratings on
there being no “Avatar”-like film
in contention for Best Picture —
nothing around which we could all
theoretically rally.
The other is to assume that
younger people do not see the
Oscars as a celebration of popular
film. It would seem as though
the film industry — or something
associated with it — wants us to
watch the Oscars and in order to
do so, they have to nominate the
movies that the majority of us
have seen.
This tactic is one of the most
backwards if it’s supposed to
attract viewers because, as far as
I’m concerned, it would take just

as much energy to let people see
the films that are worth nominating. Every year, some really great
movies don’t appear in Appleton
theaters until they’ve received an
Oscar nod, suggesting of course,
that the nomination makes a
movie more commercially successful. The potential award itself
is a taste-maker.
The academy is in a powerful enough position to pull movies out of relative obscurity and
yet we are stuck with a pool of
nominees that simply remind us
of what we’ve already seen and
heard. The situation is a little bit
like the giant Harry Potter cutout
in the front display at Borders
obscuring the new books that just
need a tiny push to become not
hits but something at least a little
close to best-sellers.
My argument is of the thinly
veiled rooting-for-the-underdogs
variety, but I’m also starting to
realize that without outside help,
members of the demographic
the Oscars want to attract will
do nothing to make themselves
heard. This has been more or less
established. We seem to require a
shove in some direction to make
us pay attention.
There’s a tendency to stop
respecting an institution once
it bends too quickly to popular
sway, and if the Oscars don’t
mean anything except a dress-up
party for us to appreciate from
afar, then we kind of stop paying
attention. The line must not be
drawn between hip and stodgy. It
must be drawn between meaningless award show and attraction
with the potential to open our
eyes to something better.

“I sign ambiguously.”
—Will Meadows

“I don’t.“
— Ornella Hills

“Eat wings, fries and chill.”
—Jelissa Thomas
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Wisconsin budget bill debate crucial to national politics
Adam Kranz
for The Lawrentian

I have been disappointed
to see an astonishing amount
of ignorance and ill-will in the
Lawrence conversation regarding
Governor Scott Walker’s Senate
Bill 11. I’d like to take this space
to clarify some very important
points and hopefully inform a
heated campus debate.
Walker insists that his bill
is meant to help the people of
Wisconsin by rescuing them from
a looming budget deficit. Let’s
take a look at some of the things
Walker has said and done, and
see if they are congruent with this
assertion.
If Walker is truly hoping to
resolve the deficit without unduly harming the people, why has
he not repealed or reduced the
tax cuts he instated early in his
tenure, which are projected to
increase Wisconsin’s debt by $140
million during the next fiscal biennium? Why has he refused to
accept compromises offered by
public unions and instead insisted
on greatly diminishing the rights
of their members?
If Walker is passing this legislation for the sake of the people,
why has he insistently ignored
their vociferous attempts to enter
the conversation? If he is so confident in the value of his bill
for the Wisconsin economy, why
has he shirked proper procedure
and discussion in the legislature?

Why did he attempt to pass the
bill without giving fair public
notice about hearings? Why did
Assembly Republicans blindside
the Democrats with a flash vote,
excluding many dissenting voices?
Walker has spoken often about
the need for public employees,
long spared from the economic
downturn, to share in the state’s
fiscal woes. However, Walker
explicitly excludes firefighters and
police from the “shared sacrifice.”
Is this because Walker values the
services those professions provide
more than he values education
and healthcare? Or is it because
he hopes to reward them for supporting him during his gubernatorial election and punish teachers,
nurses and others who primarily
opposed him?
These points are persuasive, if not conclusive evidence
that Walker has more than fiscal
responsibility on his mind, and
they suggest that his concern for
the people of Wisconsin has been
overshadowed by special interests. What, then, does Walker truly
hope to accomplish with this bill?
Does it include a pay raise for the
governor? No: Walker will suffer
from the same pay cut he is trying
to impose on public employees.
But Wisconsin’s teachers and correctional officers won’t have David
Koch flying them out to California
for a victory vacation when those
cuts take effect. Certainly none of
them can look forward to a pension plan as nice as the cushy job
Walker will find at the Heritage

Foundation or some other conservative think-tank when his term
is up.
Who stands to gain from
Walker’s plan? Section 44 of the
bill sheds some light on this question: “the department may sell
any state-owned heating, cooling
and power plant, or may contract
with a private entity for the operation of any such plant with or
without solicitation of bids, for
any amount that the department
determines to be in the best interest of the state.”
What place does this have in
a bill meant to repair the budget?
The solicitation of bids is a process
meant to earn the state as much
money as possible. Circumventing
it will cost the state money —
money it can’t afford to waste
in the face of a budget deficit. It
also opens the door for all kinds
of corruption and fraud — as witnessed during the closed contract
deals that occurred at the outset
of the Iraq War.
A good case has been made
that one of Walker’s top financiers, Koch Industries, could gain
a vertical monopoly in Wisconsin’s
power industry through this
clause. Koch Industries even
opened a new lobbying office
just down the street from the
Capitol when Walker took office.
Regardless of who benefits, however, they will do so at the expense
of the people of Wisconsin and the
health of the state’s budget.
Thus, the bill will hurt
Wisconsinites even if its clauses

Outstanding Volunteers at Lawrence
Please join the VCSC in recognizing Jamie Cartwright as February’s
Volunteer of the Month! Jamie is heavily involved with numerous service organizations including Amnesty International, Greenfire and
GlobeMed. He provides his services to these organizations by participating in many of their events, such as Amnesty’s Puppy Chow Sale,
and designing their posters (look for the Greenfire No Waste Month
posters up around campus). He has
also volunteered for several of the
VCSC service opportunities including Into the Streets, Heckrodt Wetland Reserve’s Saturday of Service,
and MLK Day of Service. His support
and enthusiasm for volunteerism
have made these events and organizations most enjoyable and successful. Congratulations Jamie!

“Talk to your RLA.”

on union rights are removed as
a compromise. Those clauses are
crucial, however, to the broader,
national interests at stake in the
Wisconsin fight.
SB-11 would be a critical blow
to Wisconsin’s public unions. It
disallows unions from advocating for better working conditions,
hours, healthcare, etc., and limits
them to negotiating only wage
issues. At the same time, it limits
wage increases to those compensating for inflation. Another clause
prevents unions from requiring
their members to pay dues. Why
would workers pay dues or vote
to continue the union at all, when
it is, for all intents and purposes,
useless?
I have, rather disturbingly,
heard many of my peers suggest
that this wouldn’t be a bad thing.
They say things like, “Unions were
important back in the day, when
worker exploitation was the norm.
Unions saved us from that, but
now they’ve outlived their usefulness.” They go on to add that
“unions are driving jobs overseas.
They hurt our economy.”
I’d love to address all these
points at length, but I’ll limit
myself here to the necessities.
Party politics in the U.S. have
always been more about competing economic interest groups,
particularly sectors of the economy with competing fiscal policy
interests, than about ideology.
During the course of U.S. labor
history, workers have been able to
unionize. They were able to stand

The VCSC would also
like to recognize Sally
Konzem! Sally has recorded over 30 hours of
volunteering at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in both
the Neonatal Intensive
Care unit and Outpatient
Surgery. She is a regular
volunteer at the Center
for Grieving Children,
supporting children and
families who have lost
a loved one. Sally has also helped out with
many of the Center for Grieving Children’s special events, including Family Night. Congratulations Sally!

“I hope that I relax enough beforehand and afterwards. “

—Beth Shimek

—Jamey Kane

“I play with Play-doh.”

“Spend time with your roommate.”

—Dana Schot

—Emily Gibbons and Tierney
McBride

together not only to effect labor
reforms, but also to express their
voice with money in the political
process. Unions have served as
a voice for the people over the
course of the past century and
share credit for the significant
social reforms during that time.
Recently,
unions
have
most often been aligned with
Democrats, whose other financiers are banks and other capitalheavy industries that can afford
to push for higher compensation
for workers. Republicans seek
to reduce the power of unions
because they know how effective
unions have been in mobilizing
Democratic votes. Republicans are
hoping that if Wisconsin, a state
with a strong union history that is
clearly willing to stand up for the
rights of its workers, will cave on
this bill, then many other states
with new Republican majorities
will be able to pass similar bills —
crippling unions and hence their
opposition nationwide.
Personally, I could care less
whether the Democrats ever win
an election again. That’s not why
this is important: The middle and
working classes must have effective advocates in our government.
Unions aren’t perfect or sufficient in this regard, but we cannot
stand to lose them. If we lose the
fight here in Wisconsin, things
will go very badly for the working
and middle classes in the coming
years. Thus, it is imperative that
we all stand up and fight back!

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions piece
except for the staff editorial, which represents a
majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit
their own opinions using
the parameters outlined in
the masthead.
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Broadly Local Music Fest showcases the Wisconsin sound
Peter Boyle
Staff Writer

Saturdays are always busy at
Lawrence. We fill our weeks with
so much activity, inside and outside of the classroom, that even
downtime is precisely scheduled
and packed with social engagement. Some events simply fall off
the radar, victims of an overlap or
a lack of public awareness.
This was unfortunately the
case for Band Booking Committee’s
Broadly Local Music Festival, a
three-act free show to generate
publicity for GlobeMed which happened Saturday, Feb. 26 in the
Campus Center. GlobeMed was
raising money through a bake sale
to benefit educational endeavors
in Ecuador, with the musical component and the VR’s small bar as
promotional content.
The festival showcased a variety of rising talent from Wisconsin.

The first band, the Wishbone
Breakers, are a local Appleton
group that blends lush indie folk
with a singer-songwriter bent.
Frontman Luke Crowe displayed
a quiet coffee-shop affect with his
brother Ryley filling out the sound
with vocal harmonies.
Many of the songs followed altcountry stylings as well, not unlike
the fellow Appletonian and folkrock darling Cory Chisel. Though
the festival purported to highlight
the variety of local bands, the
Wishbone Breakers helped affirm
the possibly emergent “Appleton
Sound.”
The band had a bit of trouble
commanding the room, through no
fault of their own. Minor troubles
with stage sound caused their set
to get going slowly, and once the
band had hit its stride the crowd
had lost its focus. Even when Luke
switched to an electric guitar, conversation was audible above the
band. Though many appeared to

be local friends and fans of the
group, the atmosphere was offputting regardless of the Wishbone
Breakers’ talent. The chatter was
unfortunate, as the band had much
to offer for those who paid attention.
Milwaukee outfit Sat. Nite
Duets didn’t face the same problems that hindered the Wishbone
Breakers; the swirling guitar-anddisaffect combination was easily comparable to Pavement, and
also louder than the Wishbone
boys. They easily obtained their
sway over the audience, partially
because there were around 10 people in the room when they started.
The band reconfigured at several points in the set, with vocal
duties spread among almost all
members. The band’s drummer
sang lead on a third of the songs,
with the keyboardist taking up
his place; on two songs they both
played percussion at the same
time.

Sat. Nite Duets was an extremely capable group that knew its
aims and met them without ever
appearing to try too hard. Their
‘90s-throwback vibe thankfully
emphasized the torn confessional
sound rather than the cooler-thanthou trope prevalent in similar
bands, and the result was fun —
shoutable choruses like “This is
boyfriend season/ I love you for no
reason” were abundant.
The Ragadors garner more
press than either Sat. Nite Duets
or The Wishbone Breakers, which
may have helped refill the room
slightly for their headlining set.
A Milwaukee band with one-time
Lawrence student Ben Hall on lead
vocals, the group’s swaggering
rock and roll proved more popular
with the remaining audience.
The band’s set demanded rapt
attention from those in attendance. The group tapped into a
darker side of its blues influence,
at times unleashing a fury acces-

sible by only the greatest electric
bluesmen. Hall broke a string on
his guitar very early in the set, and
could have stomped a hole in the
floor if he had not moved in bursts
of motion about the stage.
Drummer Josh Harper’s
Bonham-esque drive offered
additional heft to the satisfyingly sludgy guitars, while Russell
Leary offered blistering, if familiar,
Stratocaster licks. Kevin Topel supplied the low end and much of the
humor.
All three bands offered a premier free Saturday night experience for those in attendance, and
any of the performances were
worth the forfeit of an hour on a
weekend. The Broadly Local Music
Fest offered a surprising slice of
what Lawrentians miss off-campus; regretfully, it also demonstrated what they tend to miss
right here at home.

Iris out: the Oscar-nominated “Dogtooth” Kristin Boehm discusses
Micah Paisner
Staff Writer

“In A Better World,” a film
from Denmark, won the Academy
Award for Best Foreign Language
Film on Feb. 27, 2011. Instead
of focusing on this film, though,
I’d like to review “Dogtooth,” a
film from Greece that did not win
the award. It’s surprising that the
film managed to get a nomination
from the Academy, considering its
controversial theme of incest and
graphic sexual content.
“Dogtooth” tells the story
of a family of five who live in
an isolated compound. Only the
father leaves to go to work and
shop, while the mother and three
20-something children stay home
as if it were a prison. The film is
unsettling from the start, and it’s
never explained what is happening
or why. All the viewer can under-

stand is that the children — known
only as the Eldest Daughter, the
Younger Daughter and the Son
— have never left the compound,
and that they have not been given
a proper education. They are constantly told the incorrect definitions of words.
A woman named Christina
further complicates matters:
She is brought in by the father
blindfolded to have sex with the
Son. The father, though, does not
expect for Christina to ruin the
“idyllic” world that he has created
for his family. Because they are
not explained, these scenes with
Christina have a comic feeling to
them, which is an odd decision on
director Giorgos Lanthimos’ part.
While her character is necessary to
further the plot, her presence and
the events that arise as a result are
a little too obvious.
Christina’s departure leads
to the father’s decision that the
Son must choose between the two
daughters for a new partner. While
incredibly disturbing, Lanthimos
seems to suggest that this is not
quite incest. The children are completely unaware that what they are
doing is wrong, because they do
not have any knowledge of what
sex is or the traditional values
surrounding sex in society. This
is highlighted in an earlier scene
when they are told that a certain
explicit word for a sexual organ
means light switch.
It is these instances of incest
that highlight the impressive

directing of Lanthimos. While in
any other film the idea of incest
would be entirely taboo, throughout “Dogtooth” the children are
not portrayed as human beings,
so Lanthimos creates a slightly
different situation. In nearly every
scene, he films the children from
the neck down. This is at first very
jarring, but as the film progresses
it comes to highlight their otherness. It’s as if Lanthimos is saying
that viewers should not understand these children as human
beings because they have not been
taught any social norms.
The film tells an intriguing
yet haunting story, but it is hard
to enjoy as a result. By the end,
I found myself wanting answers
that I assumed I would be given,
but they never came. We are never
told why the Father has raised a
family like this, or even why the
Mother goes along with it.
The film also hints that another son lives on the other side of
the compound, but his existence is
never proven. The Father only tells
the children that he lives safely on
the other side but cannot come
back because it is too dangerous.
I still have not formed a complete opinion of the film, but it
has stuck with me. If you ever
want to watch a film that will
both haunt and fascinate you, then
give “Dogtooth” a chance. It is an
undeniably powerful film and it is
no surprise that it ended Greece’s
34-year drought of having an
Academy Award-nominated film.

WRITERS WANTED:

News, Op/Ed, Sports

If interested, contact: lawrentian@lawrence.edu

making it as a fiber artist
Justin Jones
Staff Writer

From sculptors to photographers, the Wriston Art Center’s
chaotic underbelly has produced
quite a number of successful, wellrespected artists in recent years.
Among them is Kristin Boehm, a
psychology and studio art major
who graduated in 2009. Now
working as a visual designer and
“moonlighting” fiber artist, Boehm
has found a niche in the art world
in spite of the sizeable challenges
facing young artists today. She
spoke with a number of students
on Monday, Feb. 28 at Wriston
about her road to success and the
different hurtles she crossed along
the way.
Boehm’s achievement is somewhat ironic. Her artwork is concerned with humanizing what
she calls “our technological landscape,” yet she owes much of her
success to very modern amenities,
namely the Internet. She initially
gained recognition through a blog
she started, which displayed her
recent work.
Boehm then started a page on
the online art store Etsy, selling
various handmade crafts aimed at
allowing people to interact with
their technology through what
she calls “a handmade lens.” She
wants those who interact with
her arts and crafts to “focus
on the underlying human presence involved with technological
advancement.” Thus, she handknits commissioned cases for
iPods, cameras and other handheld electronics. With these more
consumer-based projects, Boehm
said she is attempting to “balance
the intersections between… art,
craft… and the gallery and public
spheres.”
Boehm has also created a
number of public art installations,
some of which were displayed
here at Lawrence. For example,
she knitted a number of pieces that were installed on traffic
signs and traffic cones, “tattooing
[them] with subtle reminders of

our humanity.”
Such projects not only marked
her evolution as an artist but also
helped to further her name in the
artistic community. After graduation, her blog evolved into spinhandspun.com, a website dedicated to fiber art and artists. Boehm
sells her work through the website
and connects with other artists.
She’s also a member of the Akasha
Collective, an online artist’s collective that helps young artists promote and sell their work. One has
to wonder if all of this online networking and promotion is in some
sense contributing to the “compartmentalization” of our day-today interactions that Boehm is so
concerned with alleviating.
Yet, one only has to look to
the first sentence of her artist
statement to find that she is very
aware of the problematic nature
of her situation. She writes, “the
relationship between technology
and humanity has always been
symbiotic, as neither can advance
without the other.” Boehm isn’t
naïve; she uses the Internet and
other technology to advance her
work as an artist in the hopes that
her resulting public art will help
to repair the cultural rifts these
modern conveniences may create.
Boehm’s journey isn’t particularly unique. There are hundreds
of young artists working day jobs,
advancing their careers online in
the evenings and going out and
creating on the weekends. Yet, her
insights into this modern path to
“making it” as an artist and the
tension she finds in our interaction with art via technology make
Boehm’s story particularly relevant to Lawrence’s aspiring artists.

Sham
marriage.
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Donny McCaslin Trio brings modern jazz grooves to chapel
Sam Lewin
Staff Writer

Last Friday evening, tenor
saxophonist Donny McCaslin’s
trio featuring Johnathan Blake
on drums and Scott Colley on
bass performed one of the more
memorable concerts of this year’s
Lawrence Jazz Series. McCaslin and
his trio performed at the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel for a fairly large
audience, at least by jazz standards. The trio performed a variety
of McCaslin’s compositions, but
they mostly used these compositions as bases for more adventurous, extended improvisations.
McCaslin’s crew is capable of
unleashing a torrent of energy
through these improvisations,
and they often sounded reminiscent of a 21st-century version of
the John Coltrane Quartet. And
perhaps even more impressively,
McCaslin and company maintained
this intensity while playing some
truly beautiful compositions.
The trio’s raw and intense
sound was largely a product of
their sparse saxophone, bass
and drums instrumentation. This
instrumental grouping does not
restrict soloists with piano comping, and it consequently lends
itself to more experimentation.
This freedom was clearly the case
for McCaslin, Blake and Colley, and
they frequently ventured far from
the confines of musical form during extended yet captivating solos.
One challenge of not having a
chordal instrument in the group
— i.e piano, guitar or vibes — is

that each musician becomes more
exposed. However, the McCaslin
trio seemed to reconcile this challenge by listening intently. The
trio was almost eerily interactive
and seemed to pick up on every
musical nuance. This was especially true of McCaslin and Blake,
who maintained a dialogue and listened sensitively, even while playing aggressively.
After the trio played the first
couple tunes, McCaslin invited the
Lawrence Brass — featuring the
Lawrence brass faculty members
— onstage to perform some of
his brass ensemble arrangements.
The brass players mostly played
arranged versions of McCaslin’s
melodies and laid out during the
solo sections, allowing the trio to
maintain a flexible and interactive
dynamic without having to worry
about supporting the brass players
during the solo section.
The McCaslin Trio played only
original McCaslin compositions
throughout the concert; one of the
best compositions the trio played
was “Fat Cat.” McCaslin joked
that he actually wrote the tune in
honor of a New York jazz club,
as opposed to an obese feline.
“Fat Cat” began as a ballad, but
a couple minutes into the tune,
Colley and Blake began playing a
fairly up-tempo groove.
After the band finished the
melody, Colley launched into a
bass solo, while Blake accompanied him. McCaslin then began his
solo as Colley and Blake settled
into a medium-tempo swing feel.
The trio had mostly been playing
complex and “modern” rhythms,

Photo courtesy of Emma Moss

so it was refreshing to hear some
grooving, medium tempo swing.
After McCaslin’s solo, the rhythm
section locked into the initial
groove and Blake played a characteristically awesome and heavily
polyrhythmic drum solo.
McCaslin then introduced the
final song of the night, “Rock Me,”
and explained that sometimes

“you just have to embrace your
inner rock.” He hypothesized that
the composition could be put on a
saxophone edition of Rock Band.
The only downside of
McCaslin’s concert was the trio’s
initial acoustic balance. Acoustics
are challenging in the chapel, and
the room seemed to distort the
trio’s sound for the first few min-

utes of the performance. However,
the trio quickly adapted and managed to effectively control its energy and volume. The concert was
fantastic overall, and it was as
energetic and grooving as it was
musical.

Artist Spotlight: Mary Kate Smith ‘13
Andrew LaCombe
Staff Writer

After graduating from high
school in Charlottesville, Va.,
Mary Kate Smith didn’t come to
the Midwest right away. Instead,
she studied abroad in Berlin.
In addition to learning about
German language and culture,
Smith spent much of her time
overseas playing the violin.
“A lot of times in Germany, I
would end up playing with people from other countries, and
none of us could talk to each
other, but we could all play the
same music and that was really
cool,” she remembered.
After recalling this experience, Smith realized her favorite
part of playing the violin.
“Being able to play music
allows me to communicate with
many more people than any
other medium,” she said.
There are several opportunities to catch Smith communicating through music this
weekend. In her junior recital
this Saturday, March 5 at 11
a.m. in Harper Hall, Smith will
be playing the Chaconne movement from Bach’s “Partita No.
2 in D minor,” “Romance No.
1 in G major” by Beethoven,
Gershwin’s “Summertime/A
Woman is a Sometime Thing”
and “It Ain’t Necessarily So,”
arranged by Heifetz.

“I feel like I get to play
in three totally different styles,
and they’re all fun to play in different ways,” Smith said about
her recital repertoire. “The Bach
Chaconne is the most epic violin
piece ever — it’s 16 minutes
long and there are no breaks,
and it’s all variations on one
eight-bar chord progression. It’s
so amazing how much Bach gets
out of that. It’s really intense.”
She added, “the Gershwin
has been an interesting challenge for me because you don’t
usually get to play jazz on the
violin, so I’ve been listening to
a lot of singers, trumpet players
and pianists to try and find my
own version of the piece.”
In addition to her recital,
Smith will be performing with
the LSO Friday, March 4 at 8
p.m. in the Chapel and also in
the string chamber music recital Monday, March 7 at 8 p.m.
in Harper. Her quartet, which
she has worked with since
her freshmen year, is playing
Shostakovich’s “String Quartet
No. 3.”
Smith teaches private lessons and string project classes
through the Lawrence Academy
and is a board member of two
music education groups, CMENC
and ASTA. She plans to study
in Germany again next fall, and
will graduate in June 2013 with
a Bachelor of Music degree in

violin performance and music
education and a Bachelor of Arts
degree in German. After student teaching in Appleton, she
wants to go back to Germany
and teach music. But wherever
Smith is teaching, she hopes to
keep playing.
She has been continually
inspired by her three private
teachers: Julie Wilkinson in her
hometown, Eva Weber in Berlin
and Associate Professor of Music
and Teacher of Violin Samantha
George here at Lawrence.
“I feel like they all took the
time to get to know me — Mary
Kate the violinist — instead of
just teaching me technique,”
said Smith. “I already find
myself using things they tell me
in my lessons when I am teaching my students.”
Smith’s involvement on
campus extends outside the
conservatory. Last fall was her
first season as a member of
the cross-country team, and she
also enjoys going to knitting
club. Somehow Smith still finds
time to practice and believes
that her teaching experiences
so far have helped her become
more motivated in the practice
room.
“I’ve gotten a lot better
at practicing and being aware
of what I do when I practice
because I think about explaining
to students how to practice,”

Photo by Nhi Nguyen

she said. “I think knowing that I
want to teach has been an inspiration to get better at the violin
because I want to play as well as
I can so I can teach as much as I
can to my students.”

Be sure to take a break from
your 10th week preparations
and see Smith perform this
weekend!
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Hockey sweeps Northland; Adrian next
Jon Mays
Staff Writer

The Lawrence University hockey team advanced to the MCHA
Harris Cup with two solid victories over Northland College last
weekend.
Senior Josh DeSmit recorded
the game-winning goal in each of
the two contests, while goaltender
Evan Johnson played superbly in
both games as well, allowing only
two goals in the series.
The two teams traded goals
in the first period of the opening playoff game, with Jon Bellotti
scoring the goal for Lawrence on
a pass from Jameson Raymond.
With 6:44 left in the first period,

Northland tied the game on the
power play with a goal by Colin
Moberly.
Shortly after the tying goal was
scored, the Vikings defense tightened up and DeSmit gave them
the advantage they needed. He
scored 25 seconds into a Lawrence
power play, again off a pass from
Raymond, making the score 2-1.
Despite a power play opportunity
for each team in the final period,
neither team was able to score.
Johnson made 23 saves to earn the
victory in the all-important opening game of the series.
Johnson said of the win, “It’s
huge to start this series on a victory. It helps get our momentum
back and gives us confidence going
into the second game.”

Johnson again came out on fire
in the second game, making many
impressive stops to keep the game
scoreless through the first period.
Huck Saunders put the Vikings on
the board with his fourth goal of
the season.
Nick Hewko tied the game for
Northland later in the period, and
the score would remain that way
through the end of the period.
It was Hewko’s 14th goal of the
season. DeSmit then came through
with more heroics. Saunders
passed to DeSmit, who split a pair
of Northland defenders and beat
goaltender Daniel McIntosh for the
game-winner.
“It is a great feeling getting to
the Harris Cup again. We will try
and take this momentum with us

up to Adrian,” said DeSmit, who
appeared to reinjure his knee late
in the third period. DeSmit said
of the injury, “It’s pretty sore, but
whatever it takes to play against
Adrian, I’ll do it.”
It’s that type of toughness that
has brought the Vikings (14-121) to the Harris Cup. Director of
Athletics and Head Hockey Coach
Michael Szkodzinski has preached
both mental and physical toughness throughout the season.
Lawrence will travel to Adrian
for the Harris Cup this Saturday.
Adrian was the regular season
MCHA champion, which earned
them the right to host the cup, the
winner of which will qualify for the
NCAA tournament.

Track struggles to win at MWC Championships
Cassie Burke
for The Lawrentian

The Lawrence University indoor
track team traveled to Grinnell
College last weekend to compete in the Midwest Conference
Championships. While the team
finished near the bottom of the
overall standings on both sides of
the competition, there were a few
strong finishes, including junior
Nick Kerkman’s Lawrence-record
toss in the weight throw.
Freshman Curran Carlile led
Lawrence the first day. Carlile took

fourth in the 5000-meter run with
a time of 15:39.06, while senior
David Zane placed seventh in
15:52.73. Freshman Sam Stevens,
last year’s mile-run champion, was
unable to repeat that feat, as he
finished sixth in 4:30.07.
On the women’s side, Sam
Luebke, Lin Zhao, Jelissa Thomas
and Katherine Dannecker finished
eighth in the 400-meter relay race
with a time of 2:08.34. At the end
of the first day, the women were in
ninth with one point, and the men
were in seventh with 10 points.
Unfortunately, the Vikings
were unable to improve in the

rankings on the second day. The
women picked up their only points
of day in the distance medley relay.
Amanda Dwyer, Luebke, Alyssa
Herman and Annie Sullivan ran to
a time of 13:51.90, good enough
for sixth place.
Dan Thoresen, Jesse Peterson,
Mike Mangian and Stevens were
the men’s top finishers of the
day. They finished third in the
distance medley relay, with a time
of 10:43.60.
In the weight throw, Kerkman
finished fifth with a throw of
14.92 meters, breaking his own
school record set last week at

the UW-Stevens Point Eastbay
Invitational.
Stevens placed fifth in the 800meter run with a time of 1:59.29.
Carlile also performed well individually, grabbing seventh in the
3000-meter run in 9:03.52.
The women ended the competition with four points in ninth
place, while the men finished with
26 points, good enough for seventh overall. The team will be
comprised of many of their top
performers next season including
Stevens, Carlile and sophomore
Rose Tepper.

Sports Trivia
Q: What longtime Cleveland Indians and Boston Red Sox player, a hilariously-named center fielder now with the Oakland A’s, was
arrested Wednesday morning under suspicion of driving while intoxicated?

Standings
Men’s basketball
St. Norbert
Illinois College
Grinnell
Ripon
Carroll
Lake Forest
Lawrence
Beloit
Monmouth
Knox

14-4
12-6
12-6
12-6
10-8
10-8
10-8
8-10
1-17
1-17

20-5
16-8
18-7
14-10
12-11
12-11
11-12
9-14
3-20
2-21

17-1
13-5
11-7
11-7
11-7
8-10
8-10
6-12
5-13
0-18

23-2
16-9
15-9
13-10
13-11
9-13
9-14
8-15
6-17
0-23

Women’s basketball
St. Norbert
Monmouth
Carroll
Lake Forest
Illinois College
Grinnell
Ripon
Beloit
Knox
Lawrence
Hockey
Adrian
MSOE
Marian
Lawrence
Northland
Lake Forest
Finlandia
Concordia

18-1-1 21-3-1
16-3-1 21-5-1
15-5-0 18-7-0
10-10-0 14-12-1
8-10-2 9-16-2
5-14-1 5-21-1
3-17-0 3-21-0
2-17-1 2-22-1

A: Coco Crisp … who, according to Twitter, started his day with a root canal and ended it under arrest. Though Crisp’s actual first name is
Covelli, he has gone by the nickname “Coco” since he was a small child. Crisp now joins Milton Bradley on the list of misbehaving players
with funny names, though neither Crisp nor Bradley will ever top Philadelphia’s Antonio Bastardo for sheer name-related hilarity.
Q: Paraguayan soccer player Luis Moreno, a defender for Colombia’s Deportivo Pereira, has been suspended after an incident in which
he did … what?
A: He kicked an owl. After the opposing team’s unofficial mascot, a live barn owl, accidentally flew onto the field and was knocked down
by a soccer ball, Moreno trotted over to the still-groggy bird and kicked it into the air. Fans for Atlético Junior chanted “Murderer!” at him,
but Moreno insists that he was not trying to hurt the bird, instead claiming that he “did it to see if it would fly.” The owl, which suffered a
broken leg in last Sunday’s initial attack, died of shock Tuesday after spending 30 hours in critical condition.

Statistics are courtesy of
www.lawrence.edu and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
March 2, 2011.
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NCAA March Madness preview
Eight teams worth watching out for

There’s barely 10 days until
the bracket for the NCAA tournament is announced, and if you’re
as excited as I am, you’re probably
already scouting the field. Here’s
eight teams to watch — while these
teams aren’t all favorites to make
the actual Elite Eight, they’re all
worth watching. Check them out:
Arizona: 23-6, 12-4 (first) in
Pac-10
The Pac-10 is admittedly very
weak this year, but don’t be surprised when the Wildcats grab a
2- or 3-seed after winning the conference tournament. The seeding
committee likes to take momentum into account, and no one has
momentum like the winners of a
CT in a BCS conference.
Strengths: Forward Derrick
Williams may be quiet, but he’s put
up 19.1 points and 8.1 rebounds
per game on .609 shooting from
the field. This may be the most
underrated player in the tourney
field, but if the current media
attention continues, he’s going to
quickly become overrated. Or, in
a rare occurrence, properly rated.
Weaknesses: Rebounding —
‘Zona isn’t even in the top 150
teams in Division I in the stat, and
a failure to take care of the glass
can really hurt a team in crunch
time.
Brigham Young: 27-2, 13-1
(first) in Mountain West
Behind the ridiculous 27 points
per game of senior guard Jimmer
Fredette, BYU is looking to bring
an extra degree of respectability to
the Mountain West. Along with San
Diego State, Brigham Young will
likely to give the MWC two top-four
seeds in the tournament.
Strengths: Fredette. Like
Stephen Curry, who took his 10thseeded Davidson squad into the
Elite Eight by sheer force of will
and accuracy of jumpshot, Jimmer
has the ability to take over a game
and show why he’s the most exciting player — and possibly the best
pure scorer — in college basketball
this season.
Weaknesses: Coffee, tea, sex,
or an unwillingness to attend
church services regularly. The
Cougars looked set to grab a
1-seed before losing star forward
Brandon Davies for the season
thanks to an undisclosed violation of the Mormon school’s strict
honor code. Now, BYU will be
hard-pressed to make the Sweet
Sixteen, let alone the Final Four —

Holy Trinity,
in the (odd)
future, we shall
reconvene.

a fact made more evident by last
Wednesday’s 18-point loss to New
Mexico.

Dick Vitale might have a rough
night ahead of him.

field, which is enough to rank
them 163rd in the division.

Connecticut: 21-8, 9-8 (tiedseventh) in Big East
Yes, that does say tied for
seventh. But the Big East is really
just that stacked this year — after
being predicted to have a “down
year,” the conference could very
easily put 11 teams into the Big
Dance.
Strengths: Kemba Walker took
the Huskies from unranked to seventh in AP Top 25 at the start of the
season, scoring nearly 30 points
per game as Coach Calhoun’s
squad knocked off Michigan State
and Kentucky to claim the title at
the Maui Invitational. While he’s
cooled off a bit since then, Walker
is still capable of dropping 25 to
30 points on a moment’s notice.
He’ll get his shots, too — the
Huskies are eighth in Division I in
rebounding and average more than
40 rebounds per game.
Weaknesses: Like all teams
based around a single star, UConn
can struggle against balanced
attacks from teams that can contain Walker. Occasionally, Walker
will have an off night — like he
did when he shot 3-14 against
Syracuse — and when that happens, Connecticut doesn’t have a
reliable backup option.

Kansas: 28-2, 13-2 (first) in
Big 12
What is there not to love about
this team? There’s the coach,
Bill Self, a classy guy that always
seems to be earnestly agreeing
with something. There’s the twins,
Marcus and Markieff Morris, who
manage to be distinguishable only
in the sense that they alternate as
the team’s high scorer. And there’s
the freshman hotshot, Josh Selby,
who managed to join a top-five
team halfway through the season
and make it notably better.
Strengths: Well, there’s everything mentioned above. But there’s
also Brady Morningstar, who fills
the role of “nerdy-looking white
guy with a killer stroke from
three-point range and a funny
name” as well as anyone since
Ali Farokhmanesh defined the role
against this Kansas team last year.
Weaknesses: Frankly, I’m not
yet sure that Kansas will field its
whole roster for the entire tournament. Selby missed a stretch
of games at the start of the season due to eligibility issues, then
missed three more for a foot injury; junior Tyshawn Taylor was only
recently reinstated after his suspension for an unspecified rules
violation.

Michigan State: 17-12, 9-8
(fourth) in Big 10
Kalin Lucas, Draymond Green,
Korie Lucious, Delvon Roe … these
names have been floating around
the Big Ten for a long time. The
question is, then, why aren’t the
Spartans even a top-three team
in their own conference with that
much talent and experience?
Strengths: Coaching. When it
comes to the later rounds of the
tournament, there’s no coach better than Tom Izzo. Of course, the
Spartans would have to get to the
later rounds of the tournament
for that to really matter, but having a brilliant basketball mind like
Izzo’s at the helm could give an
underachieving team what it needs
to get its act together.
Weaknesses: As mentioned
above, this team has been underperforming this year. If you’re
going to be reaching the Final
Four, you just can’t be beating
Northwestern by only three points
— and you definitely can’t be
squeaking past Oakland 77-76.

Duke: 27-3, 13-2 (tied-first)
in ACC
Of course, Coach K’s squad
is the team to watch – no matter
where they stand in the national
rankings, the Blue Devils will likely
be one of the favorites to cut
down the nets in Houston. The
defending national champs graduated All-American Jon Scheyer,
but they added Kyrie Irving and
returned national player-of-theyear candidates Nolan Smith and
Kyle Singler. Finishing the regular
season 17-0 at home, Duke will
play North Carolina Saturday with
the ACC regular-season title on
the line.
Strengths:
Experience.
Returning three starters from the
national championship team isn’t
going to hurt anyone’s chances to
go deep in the tournament.
Weaknesses: The second
round could be tricky for Duke, as
the Blue Devils’ three losses this
season have all come to middleseeded tourney teams on the road.
If they get caught against a 7-seed
far enough from Cameron Indoor,

Kansas State: 21-9, 9-6 (tiedthird) in Big 12
There’s not much to say about
Kansas State, except that there
keeps being not much to say about
Kansas State, and they keep winning. Point guard Jacob Pullen has
led the Wildcats to five straight
wins, including home wins over
Missouri and Kansas and a stunner on the road against Texas. At
some point, people are going to
have to stop writing off K-State
just because their coach has a terrible haircut.
Strengths: Being the underdog seems to be working for the
Wildcats, and that’s going to happen early for a team that’s likely
to get a 7- or 8-seed. Also, Kansas
State will have Pullen to rely on if
they reach the later stages of the
tournament.
Weaknesses: Beside the terrible haircut? Well, there is the
fact that this team was written off
by nearly everyone for the entire
first half of the season — that happened for a reason. For one thing,
K-State shoots only .438 from the

GP, EK, AS, NI,
KH, PM, HH, KK:

All the new
little ones,
welcome,
welcome.

Thanks for all of
your hard work.

Wisconsin: 22-6, 12-4 (third)
in Big 10
If you like slow, annoying basketball played by a bunch of good
ol’ country boys, then this is the
team for you. And if you don’t,
then you should take another look.
Bo Ryan’s system may not be pretty, but there’s a certain beauty in
the ridiculous degree to which it’s
effective when led by Jon Leuer
and company.
Strengths: The tractor pull.
Despite using a cast of characters
that looks to have been pulled
directly out of a cornfield —
Mike Bruesewitz, anyone? — the
Badgers are playing as efficient
basketball as anyone. While Ryan’s
squad ranks 296th in rebounds
and only 166th in points scored,
these low marks are more a result
of Wisconsin’s distinctly slow pace
than of any fault on the Badgers’
part.
Weaknesses: Not having any
strengths. In typical Wisconsin
fashion, the Badgers don’t do anything poorly, but they don’t do
anything particularly well, either.
If a team with a distinctive style of
play can somehow force their will
on the Badgers, they might run
into some trouble.

Happy
tenfinalth
week,
everyone.

LET’S GO VIKES!

Athlete of the week
by Alyssa Onan
Josh DeSmit: Hockey

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Who is your favorite hockey
player of all time?
Steve Yzerman. He was one
of the best leaders in the NHL
and a great two-way player. He
was also one of the greatest
Detroit Red Wings of all time
and they happen to be my
favorite team.
If you were stranded on an
island with any member of
your team, who would it be
and why? And what would
you bring with you?
I would hope to be stranded with Matt Hughes. He and I
enjoy a lot of the same things —
including hunting and fishing
— and this year we spent a lot
of time duck hunting together
and got to be better friends
because of our adventures. I
would bring my fly-fishing rod
so I could teach Hughesy how
to provide a meal, and flyfishing is my favorite hobby.
What has been your biggest
hockey accomplishment at
LU? What made it so special?
I would have to say that
my largest accomplishment as
a Viking hockey player came
last weekend when I scored
both game-winning goals in
the first round of the playoffs.
The feeling of satisfaction one
feels when coming through in
the clutch for a team you’ve
worked so hard with is overwhelming. It meant a lot to
help lead the team to the next
step, and it meant a great deal
to be a senior and be in that
position.
Who is your favorite team to
play? What about your least
favorite?
My favorite team to play is
Finlandia. They have been our
biggest rivals since I have been
at Lawrence and every game
is close when we match up. I
have scored some key goals
against them over the years
and they have been memorable
for me personally, including
the game winner against them
while on the road in Houghton.
My least favorite team to play
is Marian. We never seem to
bring our best against them
and I’ve never figured out why.
If you could play any other
sport at LU, what would it be
and why?
I would play baseball if I
could. I played in high school
and have missed it every spring
since putting it on the shelf.
I miss the fresh air and being
able to play a sport outdoors.
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What’s on your iPod?
Curt Lauderdale

1. Cake, “Short Skirt Long Jacket”
This song reminds me of some
friends from college. While you
don’t know them, they were pretty
funny. You would like them if you
met them!

3. Yellow Ostrich, “WHALE”
Last week’s issue of The
Lawrentian shined some light on
Alex Schaaf ’10 as a “Lawrence
alumnus and current Next Big
Thing.” I couldn’t agree more.

2. Nina Simone, “Sinnerman”
Sure, most people only know
this song from its appearance in
“The Thomas Crown Affair,” and
that’s fine with me. The song is the
background for a great bait and
switch scene…and who doesn’t
love the story of a good caper?

4. W.G. Snuffy Walden, “Theme
from ‘The West Wing’”
So you want to make fun of me
for having the theme from a TV
show on the list? Okay. But first,
it was composed by someone who
goes by “Snuffy.” Second, it’s great
music for what is probably some of
the finest TV ever produced.
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5. 30 Seconds to Mars, “Kings and
Queens”
I first heard this song and saw
the video for it early one morning,
and the video featured a lot of
pretty cool bikes. That made me
like the song, plain and simple.
6. Atomic Tom, “Don’t You Want
Me”
Come on, this is a pretty great
reissuing of this song. The video is
also pretty hilarious; it recreates a
bunch of scenes from iconic ‘80s
movies. Check it out!

7. Christopher Theofanidis,
“Rainbow Body”
This is an orchestral piece that
I first heard performed by the
Lawrence Symphony Orchestra
a few years ago, and I’ve since
checked out a couple of recordings
of it. Really a great piece.
8. Frank Sinatra, “I Get a Kick Out
of You”
Everyone should have a few
selections from Frank on their
iPod. Seriously, it’s just the classy
thing to do.
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